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Jerry Frautschi’s $6.5 Million Gift Provides Transformational Support for Madison 
Children’s Museum 

The largest single gift in museum history will support facility improvements and reinforces 
Madison Children’s Museum as a cornerstone cultural institution 

(Madison, Wis.) — Madison Children’s Museum is honored to share that, before his 
passing, beloved philanthropist Jerry Frautschi made a transformative $6.5 million gift—an 
extraordinary act of generosity that will support the museum’s building and facility needs. 
The gift is the largest in the museum’s history and will support maintenance, renovation, 
and sustainability upgrades to the nearly century-old structure, which will mark its 100th 
anniversary in 2029. 

Frautschi purchased the $5 million five-story building in 2005 to provide the museum with 
a permanent home. "Jerry's commitment to the museum was cemented when he 
purchased the building in 2005,” said Pleasant Rowland Frautschi, the late philanthropist’s 
spouse. “As such, the long-term structural integrity of the building is very important to him, 
and he is honored to help ensure that Madison Children's Museum continues to be one of 
the premier children's museums in the country."  

Frautschi's support of the museum spanned nearly three decades. In the late 1990s, he 
championed the museum’s inclusion as a resident organization in the Overture Center 
project. During the museum’s 2020-21 Covid-19 pandemic closure, he contributed $1 
million to help build the Wonderground, a four-seasons outdoor play space, ensuring that 
children had a safe place to play and learn outdoors. In 2023, both Frautschi and Pleasant 
Rowland each pledged $2 million to the museum's Facilities Fund, underscoring their 
shared commitment to the long-term facility needs of the museum. 

The museum earned LEED certification in 2014 and completed both a comprehensive 
facility assessment and Climate Action Building Improvement Plan in 2025. Planned 
improvements will focus on indoor air quality, energy efficiency, and much needed 
renovations while restoring and preserving the building's historic character. 
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"This extraordinary gift ensures that Madison Children's Museum can continue to serve 
generations of children in a space that is safe, welcoming, and designed for learning and 
joy," said Kia Karlen, co-CEO of Madison Children's Museum. “Jerry Frautschi’s belief in 
the power of cultural institutions and his long-standing commitment to this building 
affirms the museum’s role in making Madison a place where families and communities 
thrive.” 

Co-CEO Brenda Baker emphasized the dual challenge of maintaining a historic structure 
while advancing environmental goals. "Caring for a historic building is both a responsibility 
and an opportunity," she said. "Every improvement we make supports our mission to 
create healthy environments for children." 

Museum leaders said they will partner with the Frautschi family to create a meaningful 
tribute to Jerry's decades of dedication to children and families in Madison.  

### 

Madison Children’s Museum: 

• Connects children with their families, their community and the world beyond 
through creative learning and discovery play 

• Strives to make all families feel welcome, valued, and included by living the ideals 
of Access, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 

• Is a community hub for children and families from every corner of Madison, and 
serves more than 200,000 visitors per year 

• Is a community partner and gateway for families to access and participate in 
other cultural institutions and community programs 
 

Founded in 1980, the museum’s hands-on exhibits and programs celebrate and encourage 
children’s imaginations and the power of play as cornerstones of learning. The museum is 
a proud recipient of the 2011 National Medal for Museum Service from the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services. To learn more, visit MadisonChildrensMuseum.org, call 
(608) 256-6445, and follow on Facebook and Instagram. 
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