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Read the Climate Action Playbook

New "Climate Action Playbook™" Offers Groundbreaking Framework
for Nurturing Climate-Resilient Children

(Madison, Wis.) —In an era marked by a rapidly changing climate, the newly published Climate Action Playbook
is a vital resource for museum professionals, educators, caregivers, and others who work with children from birth
to age eight.

The Climate Action Playbook addresses a critical gap in existing climate resources by focusing on the
developmental needs of early learners.

Caretakers of Wonder, a consortium of children’s museums led by Madison Children’s Museum in partnership
with Environment & Culture Partners, the Association of Children's Museums, and Verdis Group, developed this
innovative, holistic approach to preparing young children for a changing world while fostering compassion,

excitement about the natural world, agency, and hope for a bright climate future.

Children’s museums are leading on the issue because the well-being and healthy development of children are
their top concern.

“Our approach to early learning climate education is to center our work on cultivating curiosity, agency, empathy,
hope, and deep connections with nature, rather than burdening young children with problems they are too young
to solve," says Brenda Baker, the Caretakers of Wonder project manager and vice president of exhibits, facilities
& strategic initiatives at Madison Children’s Museum. "We're equipping adults to be effective role models who
can help grow resilient children capable of flourishing in a warming world.”

David Sobel, children’s environmental education expert and advisor to the Playbook, sums up the approach
succinctly. “If we want children to flourish... then let us allow them to love the earth before we ask them to save it.”

Developed through a collaborative effort between nine children's museums and science centers, along with
experts in neuroscience, climate psychology, early childhood education, climate science, and equity, the
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Playbook offers practical tools to improve the lives of young children and families:

e Creating norms of self-care and connection

e Cultivating children's well-being and capacity to flourish

e Establishing enduring relationships with Earth's living beings and systems
¢ Building capacity for hope through action

The Playbook is divided into two sections: one for Museum Visitors and one for Museum Professionals. Each
section divides the content into age bands: birth to 3, 3 to 6, and 6 to 8 years old. Content is subdivided into three
areas of emphasis: Nature & Well-being; Empathy & Resilience, and Hope & Collective Action. The Playbook
also includes a comprehensive literature review of published pieces at the intersection of children and climate
change.

The timing of this resource is particularly significant, as data from the World Health Organization shows that
children are especially vulnerable to climate change impacts. An overwhelming 88% of the disease burden
attributable to climate change afflicts children under five years of age, and studies show these impacts are felt the
hardest by Black and brown children. In addition, recent research shows that over half of children feel “eco-
anxiety” and many “feel sadness, anxiety, anger, helplessness, and guilt all at once.”

Consequently, adults who care for young children need guidance on what to do and say so their kids feel safe
and hopeful. The Playbook provides the practical guidance these concerned adults need.

"Continue to foster a love of nature with young children," advises the Playbook. "Catch fireflies, collect
dandelions, and ford streams. You're sowing the seeds of good stewardship and future action."

The Climate Action Playbook is available now for museums, educators, and caregivers committed to nurturing

the next generation of environmentally conscious citizens. Visit www.caretakersofwonder.org to learn more.

Caretakers of Wonder, a consortium of children’s museums led by Madison Children’s Museum in partnership with
Environment & Culture Partners, the Association of Children's Museums, and Verdis Group, was launched in 2022 with a
grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services MG 252083-OMS-22. Nine museums participated in the project’s first
two years. That grant has been terminated by the federal government, though all promised funds have been received and the
grant work is mostly complete.

Phase Il of Caretakers of Wonder was awarded a National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Climate Smart grant. That
grant has also since been terminated—with no money disbursed. Madison Children’s Museum and partners remain

committed to the coalition and the work.
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